Date:  Monday, March 14th, 2011 
Time: __8:30-9:30am_
Grade: ______4_______
Number of students: _____20-26____
Language Arts
	Poetry
Found Poems 

	Curriculum Expectations:

	Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
· plan, draft, revise, proofread, and edit written communications;
· use handwriting and at the most appropriate time, word processing to produce a product that is legible.
Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
In order to meet this standard, students will
· know and use correct grammar in speaking and writing;
· apply correct usage in speaking and writing;
· use correct sentence structure in writing; and
· demonstrate correct punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
Creativity and Innovation
Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. Students:
· apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.

	Materials:

	· Blank white paper
· Pencils 
· Picture story books
· Post it notes 

	Set Up:

	· Get picture story books 
· Get blank white paper  
· Cut white paper for words and phrases 

	Introduction:

	· Poetry is piece of literature written by a poet in meter or verse expressing various emotions which are expressed by the use of variety of figures of speech including metaphors, similes and onomatopoeia. We will be talking about these different techniques throughout the unit. The emphasis of a poem is on the aesthetics of language and the use of techniques such as repetition, meter and rhyme are what are commonly used to distinguish poetry from prose. Poems often make heavy use of imagery and word association to quickly convey emotions.
· Poems, like anything else that’s written, are really just made up of groups of words. The poet doesn’t invent the words, just selects them and puts them together in a way that is interesting or expresses a particular feeling or idea. They don’t even have to rhyme! Tell the students that today they will be “selecting words” and putting them together – like the real poets they are!
· Throughout this unit we are going to be creating a poetry book of the poems that each of us make. We are going to start today by creating a poem together and then creating one on our own to start our poetry books. 
· Found poems can be created individually, with a partner or in groups, whatever works for your classroom and grade level. It’s also a wonderful center activity, especially suited for addressing the needs of tactile learners.
· Found poems use another piece of writing as their inspiration. This can be a book, novel, or magazine. You read the book aloud and write down 5-10 sentences, phrases, or words that you like or that stand out. When you are done, rearrange your sentences, phrases, and words, occasionally reading them out loud until you are satisfied with the way they sound. 

	Exploration of the Concept:

	· Students will read the picture story book _____________ by _____________
· On post it notes, jot down phrases that you like as we read. 
· Students will choose the sentence or phrase that they like the most. 
· 5-10 students will come to the front of the class with their chosen phrase. 
· Students seated rearrange the students standing and read out their creations as they change them until they agree on a good order.  
· Try this activity 2-3 times 

	Conclusion:

	· Students will create their own found poem, using 5-10 phrases from the book read in class and arranging them on a blank piece of white paper. 
· Tell students that you can create found poems from anything including newspapers, magazines, road signs, etc. 

	Assessment/Evaluation:

	· Students will create their own found poem using 5-10 phrases from a picture story book of their choice.
· Phrases will be arranged and rearranged to sound good together and as least choppy as possible.
· Students will record their chosen found poem. 
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